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Executive Summary 

1. The twin policy requirements for enhancement and optimisation of fisheries have not been 

dealt with adequately by the Applicant. This is evidenced by the fact that there is no 

substantial addressing of these twin policy requirements anywhere in the application 

documents. 

 

2. As matters stand at present, we do not believe that the Secretary of State could lawfully 

discharge his Section 104 (2) (a) and (aa) Planning Act 2008 duties: 

 

 

 

The Twin Policy Requirements: enhancement and optimisation of fisheries 

3. At issue is whether the Applicant has recognised, understood and applied all of the 

relevant NSIP policy requirements. 

 

4. Bodorgan Marine has a particular focus on 2 marine policy requirements. The first policy 

requirement, enhancement, deals with the narrow issue of the design of mitigation. The 

second is a broader policy requirement on all development in the Welsh marine space. 

This submission refers to these 2 policy requirements of enhancement and optimisation of 

fisheries as the Twin Policy Requirements. 

 

5. NPS EN3 paragraphs 2.8 250 and 251: in short, there is a policy requirement for the 

enhancement of fisheries to be the central part of the mitigation design process: 



 

  

6.  Policy ECON 02 of the 2019 Welsh Marine Plan: in short, there is a policy a requirement 

for all proposals in the Welsh Marine Space to seek to optimize the value and use of 

marine resources through co-existence. 

 

 

Examination of how the Applicant has addressed the Twin Policy Requirements: the Outline 

Fisheries Liaison and Co-Existence Plan 

 

7. There is no mention of the Twin Policy Requirements in the OFLCEP; see para 1.1.4 



 

 

Examination of how the Applicant has addressed the Twin Policy requirements: The 

Environmental Statement: Volume 2 Chapter 6 on Commercial Fisheries 

8. Volume 2 Chapter 6 deals with commercial fisheries. 

NPS EN3  

9. The policy of requirements NPS EN 3 paragraphs 250 and 251 are referred to at Table 

6.2 in the section which deals with policy. 

 

 

 

10. The substance of the Applicant’s mitigation approach is set out in Section 6.7 which deals 

with ‘Measures’ at pages 63-66. 

 

11. The focus of the Measures appears to be on the reduction of impact. There is nothing on 

the enhancement of fisheries: see 6.7.1.2. 

 

 

 

The Welsh Marine Plan 



 

12. The 2019 Welsh Marine Plan requirements are dealt with at paragraph 6.2.2 and following 

as follows and by reference to other chapters of the Environmental Statement: 

 

 

 

Examination of how the Applicant has addressed the policy requirements of the Welsh 

Marine Plans: Volume 4, Chapter 3 on socio-economic matters 

13. We cannot see anything on enhancement or optimisation of fisheries in Volume 4, 

Chapter 3. 

 

Examination of how the Applicant has addressed the policy requirements of the Welsh 

Marine PLan: Volume 2, Chapter 11 on Inter-related Effects  

 

14. At 11.6.4: there is nothing on enhancement or optimisation of fisheries. 

 

 

Other comments: co-location and co-existence 

15. The Applicant has appeared to conflate co-existence and co-location.  

 

16. The definitions of co-location and co-existence for present purposes are set out in the 

2019 Welsh Marine Plan at paragraph 98 which immediately precedes policy ECON 02. 



 

 

17. Paragraphs 98-102 examine and provide policy support for co-existence. 

 

18. The 2020 CEFAS Report on Co-existence1 takes this examination further and identifies 

off-shore aquaculture as the optimal form of co-location with offshore wind.   

 

Other comments: the Applicant’s response at Outline Hearing 4 

19. After Bodorgan Marine had made its submission at Outline Hearing 4, the Applicant’s 

representative stated that this was the first time the Applicant had heard the issues raised 

by Bodorgan Marine. While that statement might have been correct in a narrow sense as 

that Hearing was the first occasion on which Bodorgan Marine have spoken, Bodorgan 

Marine have been making representations to similar effect consistently since May 2024. 

 

20. The Applicant made reference to the fact that it was proposing by way of biodiversity 

mitigation to enhance shell fish. We have not yet managed to find the relevant passage in 

the application documents and consequently are not able in this representation to 

comment on the extent to which this proposal contributes to the discharge of the 

Applicant’s obligations.  

 
1 Bodorgan Marine has made representations to the effect that the 2020 Cefas Report on Co-existence should be 

an Examination Document.  


